This is my first announcement to you as the new Editor-in-Chief of Innovations, the official journal of the International Society of Minimally Invasive Cardiothoracic Surgery (ISMICS). At the end of December 2018, Dr Ralph Damiano stepped down as the Editor of Innovations after a very successful 10-year tenure with the journal. This is not the only change in the editorial office. Dr Sari Holmes is assuming the role of Managing Editor, replacing Ms Carol Blasberg who retired from the journal. Dr Damiano and Ms Blasberg left us with a thriving journal that publishes unique and interesting content in the field of minimally invasive cardiothoracic and vascular surgery. The other significant change we are going through is transitioning to our new publisher. SAGE Publications assumed the publishing role on January 1, 2019, and has already demonstrated how this collaboration is going to benefit the journal and facilitate a broader dissemination of its unique content. As the official journal of ISMICS, we are tasked with highlighting the mission statement of the society and its members by embracing and analyzing innovations and cutting-edge technology. The new management team remains committed to continue the outstanding progress of the journal and continue to evolve as one of the premier journals in the field of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery.
The journal will continue to provide an academic platform to our society and its annual activities. We will continue to support publications that represent true innovations in surgical approaches and medical devices by pioneers in minimally invasive cardiothoracic and vascular surgery. ISMICS was one of the first cardiothoracic organizations to hold an annual consensus practice guidelines conference and to issue an annual position statement. Innovations will continue to publish these statements and support a few new platforms to discuss the findings and recommendations with special focus on gaps in evidence of clinical practice.
As the new Editor-in-Chief, I am committed to maintain the international diversity of the journal. This will be reflected in the selection of an international editorial board and associate editors. Together we will work hard to increase the academic contributions from around the globe. The journal will continue to offer rapid and professional review, regardless the authors' affiliations.
I plan to focus on specific areas to promote and elevate the journal ranking. The first is to examine specific important gaps that exist in the evidence to support our everyday practice. For that we are going to have unique publications several times a year that will combine and represent both the experience of world leaders and a thorough statistical analysis. We will also focus on disseminating our content through special social media avenues by providing unique platforms to the authors and by using the outstanding infrastructure of SAGE. This will promote significant post-publication activity and discussions. We also plan to redouble our efforts and collaboration with the industry and use the journal platform to publish and discuss approved technologies and future designs.
I would like to personally thank Dr Ralph Damiano and Ms Carol Blasberg for their friendship and support throughout the years and particularly during this transition period. I would also like to thank the readers of the journal and the members of ISMICS for their patience during this editorial transition. The new team is fully committed to deliver a world-class journal that is worthy of our growing society and of innovators around the globe. I look forward to serving you as Editor-in-Chief of Innovations over the next 5 years.
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